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Introducing the psychology of our relationships with fictional villains
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/health-sports-psychology/introducing-the-psychology-our-relationships-
fictional-villains/content-section-overview

Course summary
This free course, featuring interviews with
famous crime fiction authors, explores
psychological theory and research on the
relationships we form with fictional characters.

Learning outcomes
By completing this course, the learner should be
able to:

understand how crime writers approach
creating and developing villainous fictional
characters
understand what parasocial relationships are,
and why we might form them with people we
read about
understand how engagement with fictional
characters can affect our own sense of self
understand how our relationship with fictional
characters can, in turn, alter our relationships
with people in the real world.

Completed study
The learner has completed the following:

Week 1

Fictional villains

Week 2

How literature affects us psychologically

Week 3

Relationships with fictional characters: para-social
relationships

Week 4

‘Treat ’em mean, keep ’em keen’: engagement
with villains
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